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Thi s one-room yeoman's cottage is a textbook of vernacul ar
design and displays the refinenent that the col oni al
housebui |l der could give even to the most el enentary
dwelling. Few other such small houses survive in Virginias
and of those that do, none is soO architecturally interesting
or in such a good state of preservation as Pear Valley.

Cal der Loth, editor, The_Virginia

— o ———— ] ——— ——

In summary, Pear Valley is a unique specinen of early
Virgini a architecture, and one whi ch provi des clues,

ot herwi se unobtainable; to the lives and buil di ngs of the
early years of the col ony. It can be said without
exaggeration to stand anong the mast i nportant extant
bui | di ngs of col oni al America.

Del |l Upton, Virginia Departnent of
Hi storic Resources, 1976

After many attempts, the Association for the Preservation of
VirginiaAntiquities (APVA) purchased Pear Vall ey in Northanpton
County, Eastern Shore, on Decenber 11, 1984. The one room,
story—and-a-half structure was conveyed on 1.4 acres of |and that
i ncludes a nodern barn and corn crib |ocated approxi mately 50
feet south of the house. Since purchasing the property, and
until recently, the APVA has avoi ded intrusive work, content to
provi de peri odi cal maintenance whil e organizing research field
trips with archaeol ogi sts and architectural historians. For
security plywod covers were placed over the wi ndows and docor.
Earlier this sumrer foundation failure and sill novenment on the
east el evation required extensive repair and partial replacenent
by the APVA. Public visitation of the property has been Iimted

to special events under strict supervision and acconpani ed tours



by and but the house has not been open to
public tours on any regular basis.

In June of Joseph Dye Architect was
contracted to provide an historic structure report (HBR for Pear
Val l ey. The purpose of an HSR is to provide the

and budget information that,
forma plan to guide future work. This
report with a of the literature t hat
exam ned secondary sources for histories on Pear Valley, Eastern
Shore and the devel opnent of regional
of the extant building follows in the form of
phot ogr aphs and drawi ngs, concluding with an
of the building's construction history based upon
the field evidence. The present interior and exterior conditions
of the building are discussed in the Condition Survey section.
Finally, after a review of Pear Valley's and
al ternatives for there are det ai |l ed
for use and preservation work along with
construction cost budget figures, phasing and
mai nt enance

For the Pear Valley work this author was assisted by the
Architectural Research Departnent at the
Foundati on, headed by its Director, Edward A and

W Illie Gaham The Col oni al
W Illiamsburg were primarily responsible for

phot ogr aphi ¢ and neasured draw ng docunentation, as well as an



