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INTRODUCTION

This one-room yeoman's cottage is a textbook of vernacular
design and displays the refinement that the colonial
housebuilder could give even to the most elementary
dwelling. Few other such small houses survive in Virginia;
and of those that do, none is so architecturally interesting
or in such a good state of preservation as Pear Valley.

Calder Loth, editor,
Landmark s_RegjLster * 1986

In summary» Pear Valley is a unique specimen of early
Virginia architecture, and one which provides clues*
otherwise unobtainable! to the lives and buildings of the
early years of the colony. It can be said without
exaggeration to stand among the most important extant
buildings of colonial America.

Dell Upton, Virginia Department of
Historic Resources, 1976

After many attempts> the Association for the Preservation of

Virginia Antiquities (APVA) purchased Pear Valley in Northampton

County, Eastern Shore, on December 11, 1986. The one room,

story-and-a-half structure was conveyed on 1.4 acres of land that

includes a modern barn and corn crib located approximately 5O

feet south of the house. Since purchasing the property, and

until recently, the APVA has avoided intrusive work, content to

provide periodical maintenance while organizing research field

trips with archaeologists and architectural historians. For

security plywood covers were placed over the windows and door.

Earlier this summer foundation failure and sill movement on the

east elevation required extensive repair and partial replacement

by the APVA. Public visitation of the property has been limited

to special events under strict supervision and accompanied tours



by scholars and professionals; but the house has not been open to

public tours on any regular basis.

In June of this year, Joseph Dye Lahendro, Architect was

contracted to provide an historic structure report (HBR) for Pear

Valley. The purpose of an HSR is to provide the research,

documentation} recommendations and budget information that,

together, form a preservation plan to guide future work. This

report begins with a summary of the literature search that

examined secondary sources for histories on Pear Valley, Eastern

Shore and the development of regional architecture.

Documentation of the extant building follows in the form of

photographs and measured drawings, concluding with an

interpretation of the building's construction history based upon

the field evidence. The present interior and exterior conditions

of the building are discussed in the Condition Survey section.

Finally, after a review of Pear Valley's significance and

alternatives for preservation, there are presented detailed

recommendations for use and preservation work along with

construction cost budget figures, phasing options* and

maintenance recommendations.

For the Pear Valley work this author was assisted by the

Architectural Research Department at the Colonial- Williamsburg

Foundation, headed by its Director, Edward A. Chappell, and

Architectural Historian, Willie Graham. The Colonial

Williamsburg professionals were primarily responsible for

photographic and measured drawing documentation, as well as an


